The Bloody Assize
of Monmouth rose." He was now thirty years old, and was
already regarded by the opposition as a possible heir to the
throne. The rumour was spread abroad that the King
had really married Lucy Walter. Charles had deliberately
placed his son in high and responsible positions, and the
country was longing for the exclusion of the Duke of York
from the succession, and would readily have accepted the
legitimization of Monmouth, inasmuch as it would have
secured a Protestant ruler.
The Duke of York was exiled for the time being, and
though Charles wrote to his brother denying that he had
married Monmouth's mother, yet he continued to caress
his son, and wise statesmen of the calibre of Sir William
Temple regarded it as more than a possibility that Charles
would cut out the Duke of York, his children and the
Prince of Orange from the succession to make Prince
Monmouth his heir.
The cruelties of Lauderdale's administration in Scot-
land towards the Covenanters had caused them to rise in
rebellion, and after the manner of all tyrants he wrote
complaining to Charles that this was brought about " by
the King's hearkening to their complaints." Charles, no
doubt, was equally convinced that the trouble was caused
by his Viceroy's insolence and tyranny. Still, whatever
sort of fool your pro-consul may be, he must be supported*
Charles, who was often ingenious in his solution of diffi-
culties, knew that Shaftesbury would make Protestant
capital out of the wrongs of the Covenanters, so he thought
well to secure his support to the expedition to destroy the
rebels by appointing Monmouth to the command of the
Crown forces.
The Duke set out, with his father's blessing and good-
will, on June i8th for Scotland, where he arrived in three
days, a very speedy journey for those times, and on the
22nd he had met the Covenanters, who were some 5000
strong, at Bothwell Bridge which spans the Clyde between
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